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Multnomah County Vector and Nuisance 
Control is the agency responsible for 
regulating Specified Animals in the City of 
Portland.  

Specified Animals may include;

	 •	Livestock 
		  horses, burros, cattle, 
		  goats, sheep

	 •	Birds 
		  chickens, ducks, geese, doves, 
		  pigeons, peacocks,

	 •	Other 
		  honey bees, rabbits, llamas

A permit is not typically required if a total of 
three or less animals are kept.  This applies 
to chickens, ducks, doves, pigeons, pygmy 
goats, or rabbits only.

If you are considering keeping a Specified 
Animal on your property, the following 
steps should occur:

1) 	Contact Multnomah County 
		  Vector and Nuisance Control 
		  at 503-988-3464 or online at			 
		  www.mchealth.org/vector to:

		  a)	 Obtain information on Specified 		
			   Animal Facility Requirements.

		  b)	 Schedule an inspection of 
				    your facility.

2)	 Notify all property owners and 			
		  residents within 150 feet of the 		
		  property lines of the Specified 
		  Animal facility about the intention
		  to keep the facility.

3) 	Submit a Specified Animal Permit 		
		  application to Multnomah County 
		  Vector and Nuisance Control and 
		  pay associated fees.

Note:  
Issuance of a permit grants permission for 
the Multnomah County Health Department 
to enter and inspect the facility at any 
reasonable time to determine if facility 
requirements are being met.

Note: 
For regulation of cats, dogs, and other 
exotic animals, contact Multnomah County 
Animal Services at 503-988-7387.

Beekeeping of honey bees 
have special restrictions. 
Please contact Multnomah 
County Vector and Nuisance 
Control for more information 
at 503-988-3464.

Roosters (male chickens) are 
not allowed within Portland 
city limits.

Pigs or other swine are 
prohibited unless the pig is 
a Vietnamese Miniature Pot-
Bellied Pig with shoulder 
height 18 inches or less and 
weighs no more than 95 lbs.

No more than three pigs can 
be kept at any one address.
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